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September 30th is the National Day for Truth and
Reconciliation. This is a special day for victims and
survivors of residential schools and their
families/communities. To honour this, students wore
orange shirts on Friday, September 29th. The orange
shirt represents the hardships that Indigenous children
were put through such as stripping away of culture and
freedom. The STA community values love and
compassion, and we can show this by listening to our
Indigenous communities and learning from them to
build stronger relationships. 


Solve the following puzzle to reveal a common phrase:


 


The first person to email thestingerzinger@gmail.com with the correct answer
will win a prize. Please send your response from your smcdsb email account.
Congratulations to Evan Richards for correctly answering the Stinger Zinger


puzzle from the September edition of the Stinger Voice
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Teacher Quote of the
Month! 


Orange Shirt Day
Writer: Eva L. Editor: Kyla G.


Thanksgiving
Writer: Bethany Y. & Ella M. Editor: Kyla G.
Canadian Thanksgiving has a unique history. The first
Canadian Thanksgiving celebration supposedly happened in
1578, after Martin Frobisher arrived safely in Newfoundland.
The holiday was officially recognized nationally in Canada in
1879. Did you know that American Thanksgiving and Canadian
Thanksgiving are not held on the same day? This is because
Canadian Thanksgiving revolves around the harvest season
while American Thanksgiving is embedded in the history of the
pilgrims. Today, Canadian Thanksgiving is celebrated with
friends and family, usually by enjoying a delicious meal together,
and taking the time to reflect on all the things they are grateful
for.


October Poem
I think there are things I will miss. 
the way centre street looks when September melts
into October. 
all red and yellow and orange. 
and I point it out to you every time. 
even though we drive past it 3 times a week. 
and I’ll miss the smell of Tottenham 
when it dips below 14 degrees, 
and you’re waiting to see your breath hanging in
the air. 
I’ll miss running into tim’s at 9pm 
and picking up yellowed leaves in the pinery. 
when I am gone next fall, some place else with
normal weather patterns 
and a population above 30,000
I will miss the way this town looks right now.
I will miss the way I feel when i’m in it.  
 Trinity Casaubon (12)


Book of the Month 
The book of the month is…….”I Know Your Secret” by
Daphne Benedis-Grab!
This mystery novel delves into the lives of four seventh
graders who are blackmailed into completing a series of
tasks, all while trying to protect their own secrets. The story
explores the challenges they face and the suspense that
unfolds as they try to uncover the identity of their
mysterious blackmailer.


STEM Club Article
Writer: Sara J.  Editor: Kyla G.


There is great news for our stingers: STEM club is up and
running this year. Join after school on Monday from two to five
and participate in an upcoming LEGO robot competition in
November. STA’s STEM club is a great opportunity to expand
your technical skills, learn programming and compete against
other schools. The computer lab also has two 3D printers and a
CriCut machine for printing models and stickers. There are
plenty of activities to do and people to meet, or you can simply
play video games and learn how to code if robotics does not
appeal to you. STEM club is great for students interested in
engineering and science after high school, so make the most of
this opportunity. 


Writer: Lia C.  Editor: Victory I.
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 The first mass of the 2023-2024 school year at STA
was held on October 3, 2023. The school mass, held
in the beautifully adorned gymnasium, served as a
poignant reminder of the school's commitment to
faith, unity, and moral education. The atmosphere
was filled with reverence as students, teachers, and
staff joined in prayer, hymns, and contemplation.
Through this spiritual gathering, the school
community reaffirmed its shared values and
dedication to nurturing the spiritual growth and
moral development of its members, fostering a sense
of togetherness that extends beyond the classroom.
 Prior to the beginning of the mass, the Companions
of Aquinas, led by Mrs. Toma, worked hard against
time to assemble and arrange everything for the day
of the mass. This year’s mass began with a new spin,
where students walked down the aisle, bringing food
and items to be donated to the Tottenham local
food bank for Thanksgiving. The school raised over
1,200 items, with the grade elevens bringing in
almost 500 items! Once the students brought in the
items, everyone was seated and Father Eric began
the wonderful mass.


October’s movie of the month is The Eras Tour
Movie! This movie was 
recently released on October 
13th and is currently still in 
theatres. It is a concert film 
about Taylor Swift's ongoing 
tour and she performs her hit
 songs like Love Story and 
Blank Space, along with songs 
from each album. This film 
brought together people of all 
ages, connecting the people in 
the theatre with her songs and 
beautiful performances. There 
were people dancing and
 singing, and it is a cheaper alternative to going to a
real concert but just as fun and worth it! Overall, it
is a great experience and gives all of us a nostalgic
feeling singing the songs we listened to when we
were younger.


As October arrives, the seasons start to change and so do
our music tastes. Our summer playlists are left to sit till next
year, and we create new ones
 for fall. To those in the mood to
 try something new, here are 
some recommendations from 
your fellow students. Starting 
off strong is Drake's highly 
anticipated new album, 
‘For All The Dogs’, with features
 from artists such 
as: J Cole, Sza, and 
PartyNextDoor. This album
 is a fusion of genres, including underground R&B, hip-
hop, and drill. In contrast, at the other end of the spectrum
is Taylor Swift’s re-release of her album 1989, originally
released in 2014, this new album includes old unreleased
tracks. As for the alt rock fans, Radiohead has been making
a comeback with songs such as ‘Exit Music’ and ‘No
Surprises’ from their 1997 album ‘OK Computer’ topping
the charts again. For those who like Radiohead, one
student recommends listening to Elliott Smith's 1997 album
‘Either/Or’ with similar lyricism, and melodies within the
same genre. So think about giving some of these albums a
listen when trying to find new music for your October
playlist!


Writer: Gloria F. Editor: Kyla G.
Busy Bee Life Hacks


Do you struggle with grammar and want to do better on
your english assignments? Use grammarly.com to help with
spelling and grammar errors and to enhance the quality of
your assignments.
If you are struggling in any of your classes and want to get a
deep understanding of certain topics, visit khanacademy.org
for videos with step by step lessons.
Do you want a study technique that will help you remain
productive? The pomodoro technique allows 25 minutes of
intense studying followed by a 5 minute break. This can be
repeated as many times as you think you need and many
timers can be found on youtube.com. This study technique
has been proven to help maintain productivity while allowing
breaks after your effort. - Good luck on your next test!


1.


2.


3.
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October Mass
Writer: Sharmika S. Editor: Kyls G.


Writer: Fiona V. & Kaylee N. Editor: Kyla G.
Movie of the Month


 Finance Club 
Writer: Gurleen S. Editor: Kyla G. 


Hey Stingers! This year marks the exciting launch of a new
club here at STA which is none other than the Finance Club.
The club is under the capable guidance of Mr.Wilson, who
has invested in a valuable course by renowned presenter Neil
McCoy-Ward to offer students. Neil McCoy-Ward, with a
substantial following of 417,000 subscribers on youtube, is
not just a full time investor but also a prominent economic
forecaster. His experience has played a pivotal role in helping
numerous people escape the clutches of debt and reach their
full potential. What sets Neil apart is his intriguing, and
somewhat diverse background, which provides him with a
unique and objective perspective on global business topics &
events. If you’re eager to delve into discussions about all
topics relating to money and beyond, we invite you to join us
every Monday and Friday in room 100. It’s an opportunity
you won’t want to miss!


What Stingers are listening to?
Writer: Georgia S. Editor: Kyla G.
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On October 11th the leaders welcomed the grade 9 off the busses
with lots of loud cheering! After storing the bags, getting the
grade 9s in their colour groups and a quick lunch everyone went
straight into fun activities around the beautiful campground. The
grade 9s were each given the chance to challenge themselves and
try out new activities. From rock climbing to ziplining and
longboarding, the grade 9 students had the chance to experiment
and face different challenges with the help and support of their
group. 


October
2023-2024


St. Thomas Aquinas Catholic Secondary School Student Newspaper
https://www.thestingervoice.com 


The Stinger Voice - A Student-Led Newspaper 
St. Thomas Aquinas Catholic Secondary School 2 Nolan Rd. Tottenham, ON L0G 1W0 Phone (905) 936-4743 @SMCDSB_STA


Questions or Comments? Send inquiries to 28931@smcdsb.on.ca


Muskoka Woods
Writer: Sophia J. Fiona V.  & Kaylee N. Editor: Kyla G. 


This year the grade 11 and 12 leaders accompanied the grade 9s to
Muskoka Woods. The leaders went up a day before the grade 9s
and had a leaders day where they got to learn about and try some
of the activities and challenges Muskoka Woods has to offer! The
leaders got to explore the high ropes, the giant swing, and the
zipline. At night the leaders got a chance to enjoy an outdoor
campfire where they sang songs and played games as a group. 


On the October 12th, the students
participated in more activities
throughout the day and then in the
evening group challenges and a dance!
There were games that served as a
friendly competition between the groups
to see which group could collect the
most points and in the end win. The
groups could collect points by
competing to see who could create the
best chant, guess who, and even who
said it: Yoda or Einstein. The dance was
a great time for everyone, as the dace
came to a close the leaders gathered on
the Muskoka Woods stage to sing along
to the Bruno Mars song “When I Was
Your Man” the dance was a lovely way
to end our stay at Muskoka and
celebrate the fun the students had there. 


In the end some students had faced their fears while some had stayed more in their comfort zone. Many friendships
and memories were made during the time students spent at Muskoka Woods and it is an experience that many will
never forget. Thank you to all the teachers that took times away from their families to help out with the trip and a big
thank you to Ms. Oliver for planning this trip and making it possible!
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This year at STA the student council also ran a costume contest
during which select participants from each of the grades were
elected to compete in the contest held in the Halloween assembly
during period 2. Best costume awards were handed out to one
student per grade, as well as an award for the best group
costume!! Seeing everyone wear their unique costumes such as 
Natasha D. who showed up dressed as the one and only Mr.
Harwood. Students who chose not to wear a costume could wear
orange and black clothes. The Stingers really evoked a spooky
feeling among the halls of STA!! 


Halloween themed candy grams were sold this season by
the student council, and they were a bestseller! We hope
that everyone enjoyed their Halloween treats! 
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STA Does Halloween Best!
Writer: Bethany Y. Editor: Kyla G. 


October wouldn’t be complete without celebrating Halloween in true
STA fashion! This year at STA we challenged our Stingers to wear
their best and most creative costumes!! The teachers really brought it
this year with the Harry Potter themed facility costumes. The front
hall was decorated with Hogwarts themed decorations which really
brought the theme to life, Mr.Smith rocked his Mandrake costume,
Mrs. Sheehan looked great as Ms.McGonagall and of course
Mrs.McCabe made the perfect golden snitch. 


To say that Ms. Ziegler and her art classes’ Haunted House was a
hit is an understatement!! The aura in the haunted house was quite
eerie, and very mysterious! It’s very clear that lots of hard work
and effort was put in! Thanks to all our talented Stinger artists and
actors for making this year’s Haunted House a fun and scary
experience!


The vibe of this Halloween was wicked! We
hope that our Stingers will carry this
Halloween spirit in the years to come!
Happy Halloween Stingers!
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Junior Boys Soccer


After another month of sports at STA, our fall teams have once again done
extraordinarily well while showing excellent sportsmanship, and amazing
leadership from coaches. Junior Girls Basketball, Junior Boys Volleyball, Junior
and Senior Boys Soccer, Cross Country, Varsity Football, Senior Tennis and Girls
Flag Football have all provided hard work and dedication to their sport in order
to show off their Stinger spirit this October.


This October 24th, both the Junior and Senior Boys soccer teams travelled to
Bradford for CSASC. The Junior Boys played amazingly well coming in first
place. 


Our school hosted CSASC this month for the Varsity Girls Flag Football Team,
where they came close to winning against OLB. The team demonstrated excellent
sportsmanship and made great connections with each other throughout the
season. 


The Junior Boys Volleyball team had a double header October 25th. They battled
St. Joes and lost a very close game with a score of 1-2. The boys did, however,
make an excellent comeback beating JOA 3-0 for their second game. 


Our Senior Tennis team was extremely successful this season. Sophia J placed 3rd
at GBSSA and will be attending OFSSA. Richie G and Lukas P also placed third.
The Junior Girls basketball team has played multiple competitive games and
demonstrated extreme efforts.


Sports at STA this October were very action-packed. Each athlete has done a
great job exhibiting their skills. Keep up the amazing work Stingers!


October Sports at STA
Writer: Gloria F. Editor: Kyla G.


The Stinger Voice:
Lead Editor: Kyla.I.Goddard
Junior Editors: Gloria F. (10),


Leora H. (10)
Writers: Kaylee N. (11), Fiona V.


(11), Gurleen S. (12), Mirari U.
(11),  Bethany Y. (11),  Emily L.
(12), Connor C. (12), Lia C. (11),


Sharmika S. (11) ,Georgia S. (11),
Sara J (11) ,Sophia J. (11) ,Victory


I. (11) Eva L. (11), Ella M (11).
Photographer: Wiggy T. (12)
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Writer: Connor C. Editor: Kyla G.


On the 24th, the junior boys soccer team faced off against
Holy Trinity for an opportunity to play at GB’s. The
game started poorly with Holy Trinity pulling ahead 2-0
during the first half. In the second half, A goal by
Matthew M. made it a one goal game, before two goals
by Ethan P. gave STA the lead and a final goal by Nick
BR. that secured STA the win. The boys played in GB’s
on Friday October 27th against Twin Lakes Public
School, the boys won the game by an outstanding margin
and as a result STA will be receiving another GB’s banner
in the gym congratulation again boys, Go Stingers!


Water Gun Argument 
Writer: Kyla G. Editor: Leora H.


This year's school play is gonna be a hit, well… a splash. The school drama
club has already begun working on this year's school play. The club has been
hard at work with practices two times a week after school, working diligently
to refine every line in time for the end of November. Cast members are
buzzing with excitement, working on “Water Gun Argument.” There are a
total of 18 roles in the play and members of the cast have said that the
commitment this year is already significantly better than last year. This play
will be very interesting for audiences to watch as there will be characters on
stage as well as in the audience, fun props and risers, video elements within
the play and lines like, “You can't use your baby sister as a shield.” All and
all the play is for sure gonna be a hit with the audience. Many of the cast
members are grade 12 students which is wonderful as there is no grade 12
drama course this year, “It sucks that there's no grade 12 drama class this
year, but the play makes up for it in a way, I'm glad to have the drama club
and I’m glad I’ve gotten to make new friends through it!” Nicole M. (12). 
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